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Netcong, NJ -    Netcong Board of Education Goes to a Ballot Question 

 

On November 8, 2016, the Netcong Board of Education will again be presenting the ballot question to increase 

the budget by $320,000, or $0.78 per day, (based on a home assessed at $287,548). The district had previously 

cut staff and programs in May 2015 which still remain in effect today. Currently, the Grade 3 class has 28 

students and Grade 4 has 26 students. The same instructional delivery cannot be obtained in a class size of 15 

students. In order to adequately educate children in the cultural arts and ensure the Netcong tradition of small 

class sizes, this increase is desperately needed. If the vote passes, the following will be restored:  

 

1. Full-time teachers of Art, Music, School Psychologist & Spanish  

2. 2 additional elementary teachers  

 

Chief School Administrator, Dr. Gina Cinotti, conducted a voter analysis, based on the same Ballot Question 

that was proposed last year. That vote went down by only 35 votes. In Dr. Cinotti’s analysis, she determined 

that 50% of Netcong School parents are not currently registered to vote. Since last spring, the Netcong Board of 

Education and Dr. Cinotti, have been aggressively targeting the Netcong School parents to register to vote, by 

forming a Ballot Question Committee, sending out weekly alerts to remind parents to register to vote, making 

announcements at Back to School Night, etc. All communication was sent out in English and in Spanish to 

reach all parent populations.  

 

Netcong School is urging its parents to register to vote by October 18,2 016. Parents can register by paper 

application, “Turbo Vote” www.turbovote.com, or “Hello Vote”  by texting the word “HELLO” to 384-387.   

 

“At this point in time, we have done everything we can to facilitate the vote passing. Parents and community 

members have given me all positive feedback supporting this mission. We simply cannot deliver a thorough and 

efficient education to our students without full-time programs/staff. From 2007 – 2010 and 2011 – 2014 the 

District did not raise the school budget to the maximum 2% allowable amount. Since I came to Netcong in 

October of 2014, I have been trying to situate the district to be in better shape financially, academically, and 

structurally. This is the last thing we need……..78 cents a day to get us back on track. As a Netcong resident, I 

have witnessed first-hand how we support one another. I am lucky to live and work in this town and Netcong 

residents have a long, historical lineage connected to the school. Our traditions are breaking down because of 

the part-time programs/staff, as well as our academics are suffering due to large class sizes. Many of our 

students’ grandparents, parents, and family members have attended Netcong School, so everyone wants to 

ensure the programs/staff that were offered then, are offered again,” says Dr. Cinotti.  

 

For more information on the ballot question, please visit www.netcongschool.org or call the Main Office at 

973-347-0020, x220.  
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Dr. Gina Cinotti, Chief School Administrator, promoting voter registration in Netcong Elementary School’s voter booth. 

 

 
If you would like more information on this topic, or to schedule an interview with Dr. Cinotti, please call Mrs. Liz Juliano at 973-347-

0020, x220 or email at ljuliano@netcongschool.org. 
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